NICOLA SAVAGE

AL 19, Nicola was livi
London as atemp. She had a background in

d working in

fine arts and was searching for her creative
niche. After a visit o a jewellery exhibition
of final-year Central St Martin's Collegs

students’ work, she found her caling and
retumed to Durban to envoll for jewellery
design at the former Natal Technikon (now
Durban Institute of Technology). Since
graduating in 2000, Nicola, now 30, has

been forging a name for herself with her
distinctive silver and rubber pieces. 1 like
the visual contrast of the black rubber with
the silver. Rubber is a simple, yet clegant
component that has an African clement to
it says Nicola whose fans include diva
Brenda Fassie and trendsetting Durban
designer Amanda Laird Cherry

Durban is definitely growing on the
creative side. Bocause it's ot a huge city
like Jo'burg or Cape Town, the selection

Move over London

African designers
making bags,

creafives whose
designs are

tends tobelimited, which forces us to create
and innovate” She has no regrets about not
pursuing an art carcer. ‘Fine art tends to be
inaccessible at times. So the fact that I'm
creating something that's accessible to
people s enjoyable. Her jewellery has been
exported to the US by Cape Town-based
accessories exporter, Jennifer Fair of Africa
Fair for just over a year and is doing brisk
business with Americans on both coasts.

Prices from: R100. Availblefrom Life i Joburg
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LUCY AND CHLOE PICTON

Sisters Lucy, 22,and Chiog, 19, Picton from

5, bl fane (0201 683 7607 ad
4225085 in i T,

Cape Town make a dreamy range of
jewellery that looks like candy-store treats
label Afrolite. Gemstones such as

for
tose quartz andlother natueal matesials ike
frestavater peatls and shells found on the
hmdv.m hallimarks of their feminine stylo
»hmw«‘kww\\ ,\w‘ Haugh

alveays findi npiove our
et o e qn\bl\ inn materiak,
sy the sisters who work from ther private.

“sweatshopy at Fome in Claremont

They are so hooked an working with
kg ks o e gl
a shopping spre to Jaipur .
there's a huge variety of ston i
For the Pictons, who were raised in o

colourful and antistic home, the love of
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says. Her base in Rondebosch ¢
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toill lacal orders, Adi,
who's also reprosented
by Aftica Fair in the LS,
s welcoming attention
uers in Europe,
America and Australia
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they took out an informal trader's licence
and began sellng shells, jewellery and
souvenirs on the Camps By beachfront.

y also started supplying fashion
boutique India ane with glass braceletsand
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ADRI SCHUTZ

Lu]w Town designer, Adris funky Miclie

grabbed thealfention of French trends.
agency, Nelli Rodi, itin
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ways made stuff that Id ke to wenr

mwu For me that means bright
rs and unconventional sha-

! says Durbancbased Vloico,

200, the Natal Technikon

trained jewellery designer started

nmkm,v hm \u\lhur acccssories for

p .

ik revival wase:

uhun\ul clets andt

their style bible for 2004, But there's mane
10 her bags than arm-candy status, About
two years ago Adr, 38, taught the hooked
i weaving technique (which originated
in America about two centuries ago) to a

group of previously unemployed women
in Cape Town's townships.

Miclie bags are hand-woven with strips
of waste T-shirt fabric on a hessian base.
This is dane by a

out 30 women, says
Adri. Her woven, canc-handied bag, is
becoming a coveted accessory with
conscience. "o twa baygs are idenical and
't always crating nes syles The bags
help 1o create jobs and are kind 1o the
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ook
off from there,” she says. She has a

passion for working with leather 1o
make bags, belts and culfs, but credlits
her skills raining inewellery: Without .
Tswouldn't be able to do half the thi
do” For Monica the joy of her umm.
entire creative process, ‘1 love designing
and manufacturing, and rising o the chall

coe of al the miss produced acesorics
oulthere. Adesigneralwayshas o beasiep
ahed and be origina, says Monica whose
tabel s callest Pune Orfginals. The tems are
Randmade in her workehop with the help
of her assistant Joseph Majer, whos deal
Morica, who had worked with the deaf

{ ey and chios
1 Picton and their

! gemstone
bracel



